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. Executive Summary

ESSHRA Project aims to stimulate dialogue on Social Sciences and Humanities
(SSH) research findings among researchers and policy makers. For this purpose,
three conferences, which will enable dissemination of Framework Programme project
results, will be organised within the project. The project consortium has preferred to
follow a bottom-up approach in the identification of conference themes. Accordingly,
as part of Work Package 3 (ldentifying Critical SSH Research Topics in Partner
Countries), a questionnaire has been prepared in order to raise data about the
opinions of SSH researchers in project partner countries on SSH research priorities.
The Questionnaire (Appendix A) has been launched in the project web-site
(http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr) by the end of May and data has been collected via this
questionnaire until the end of June. Each partner has announced the questionnaire
through its own methods such as electronic mailing lists, telephone calls, or web-site
announcements.

Collected data has been analysed by relevant partners and results have been
integrated within this Data Analysis Report. Overall, 883 subjects have responded to
the project questionnaire. Respondents mainly consist of academics and researchers
from universities. According to the results; the research themes declared to be most
important for specific countries are as follows;

= Turkey — Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning

= Bulgaria — Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement

= Malta — Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning

=  Switzerland — Development of a Knowledge-based Society

The findings of the questionnaire study have been reviewed in the 2 Steering
Committee Meeting of the ESSHRA Project Consortium, which was held on the 1
of July 2006. Conference themes have been identified on the basis of the
questionnaire findings on the one hand, and aspects related with increasing the utility
and attractiveness of country conferences on the other hand. As a result, the
following themes have been identified for defining the context of the conferences:

1th

= Turkey Conference — Citizenship and Cultural Identities (third rank)

= Bulgaria Conference — Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
(first rank)

= Switzerland Conference — Development of a Knowledge-based Society (first
rank)

Information on the findings of the ESSHRA Project Questionnaire for each country is
presented in the following sections of this report.


http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/
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Il. Introduction

The Questionnaire (APPENDIX A) developed for assessing the opinion of SSH
research communities in partner countries on the projected conference themes
consisted of two sections. The first section aimed to collect demographic information
from the respondents. In the second section a 10-item list of potential conference
themes was provided to the subjects, and they were asked to select and rank 5 of the
themes that they perceived to be the most important and that has to be given priority
in future in the context of European research agenda. The 10 potential conference
themes were identified as a result of the review of the SSH project synopses for
previous Framework Programmes. The themes consisted of:

1. Economic Development Models and Dynamics

2. Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement

3. Governance and Democracy

4. Development of a Knowledge-based Society

5. Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace and Justice
6. Citizenship and Cultural Identities

7. Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life

8. Migration and Social Cohesion

9. Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work

10. Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning

An open-ended section was also available in the Questionnaire, where the subjects
could indicate themes for the conference, other than those provided in the list.

Questionnaire results for project partner countries are presented in the following
section.
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lll. Country Results
a. Data Analysis Results for Turkey
1. PART I. Demographic Information (Turkey)

Data for 423 subjects has been recorded in the on-line database by the 26" of June 2006. 13
of these records have been identified as recurrent, since the same subjects had submitted
the questionnaire more than once. After the elimination of the recurrent records, basic
analysis was conducted on the data set for 410 subjects. Demographic Information on the
raters of the on-line questionnaire is presented under 10 sub-headings below:

1.1. Nationality (Turkey)

Nationality Frequency
Turkey 398
Azerbaijan 1
Belgium 1

Not specified 10
TOTAL 410

1.2.  Name and Surname (Turkey)
23 out of 410 subjects have preferred not to declare their names and surnames.

1.3. Organisation (Turkey)

Organisation Type Frequency
University and Research Center* 334
Private Company 7
Municipality 1
Bank 1
Camber of Commerce 1
School 1
Foundation 1
Public Organisation 4
Hospital 1
Not specified 59
TOTAL 410

* List of Universities and Research Centers are provided in Appendix B

1.4. Academic Status (Turkey)

Academic Status Frequency Academic Status Frequency
Professor 44 Teaching Assistant 25
Associate Professor 67 Graduate Student 31
Assistant Professor 111 Undergraduate Student 2
Instructor 9 Other 11
Lecturer 8 Not Specified 10
Research Assistant 92 TOTAL 410
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1.5. Discipline (Turkey)

Discipline Frequency Discipline Frequency
Anthropology 5 Linguistics 3
Archeology 4 Literature 7
Communication 12 Management 36
Cultural Studies 11 Philosophy 3
Economics 44 Political Science 19
Education 73 Psychology 21
Gender Studies 4 Public Administration 8
Geography 15 Religious Studies 8
History 10 Social Policy 4
History of Art 4 Sociology 26
Journalism & Mass 2 Library & Information 5
Communication Science

International Relations 17 Not Specified 62
Law 7 TOTAL 410

Other disciplines declared by the subjects, whose discipline was not available among the
selection list, are as follows:

- Accounting - Industrial Relations

- Architecture - Marketing

- EU Studies - Social Services

- Family Studies - Urban & Regional Planning.

1.6. Age (Turkey)
379 out of 410 subjects have declared their age. The average age of the questionnaire
sample is 37.08, and the values of age ranges between 20 and 69.

1.7. Gender (Turkey)
185 of the subjects were females, while 225 of them were males. Overall, females
constituted 45 % of the sample, while males constituted 55 %.

1.8. Previous Experience in Framework Programmes (Turkey)

Previous Experience in FPs Frequency (%)
No Experience 341 (83)
Experienced 49 (12)
Not Specified 20 (5)
TOTAL 410 (100)

1.9. Number of Projects Submitted (Turkey)

For those subjects who were experienced in Framework Programmes, the minimum number
of projects submitted was 1, and the maximum number of projects submitted was 6. The
average number of projects submitted was 1.33.

1.10. Interest in Participating in the Project Conference (Turkey)

Interest Frequency (%)
No 30 (7)

Yes 359 (88)
Not Specified 21 (5)
TOTAL 410 (100)
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A frequency table has been developed for each conference theme provided in the Questionnaire. The number of subjects that has ranked a
theme as the first (most important), the second, or the third, etc. indicates the frequency for the relevant rank. In addition to the ranking
frequencies, additional statistical indexes have been developed to be used in identifying the theme perceived as most important by the SSH

research community in Turkey.

Mainly 4 criteria was used for reporting the Questionnaire results; (1) Being rated as the most important topic, (2) Overall Sum — Overall
frequency, (3) Weighted Sum, and (4) Average rating. For the first three criteria, higher scores indicate higher importance since these scores
reflect frequencies. Similarly for the 4™ criteria, higher scores indicate higher importance, since this score reflects the average weighted ranking
given by subjects to each theme. The frequency table and the final ranking results based on 4 criteria are presented below. For each criterion,

the first 5 themes with highest ranking or rating score have been highlighted with colours.

THEMES 1th 2nd 3rd 4th 5th OVERALL Weighted SUM Weighted SUM /
Rank | Rank | Rank | Rank | Rank SUM Overall Sum
X y z b a (x+y+z+b+a) (bx+4y+3z+2b+a) | (bx+4y+3z+2b+a)/
(x+y+z+b+a)
1- Economic Development Models and Dynamics 46 22 28 24 34 154 484
2- Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement 28 40 24 40 38 170 490 2.88
3- Governance and Democracy 33 32 35 42 32 174 514
4- Development of a Knowledge-based Society 39 60 32 61 31 223 684
5- Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace & Justice 31 26 40 32 33 162 476 294 |
6- Citizenship and Cultural Identities 40 43 48 33 33 197 615
7- Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life 35 45 59 38 47 224 655 2.92
8- Migration and Social Cohesion 19 38 33 34 37 161 451 2.80
9- Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work 30 31 41 40 43 185 520 2.81
10- Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning 87 44 35 32 50 248 830
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Ranking Results for Turkey

The results for different statistical criteria all show that “Education, Training, and New Forms
of Learning” has been rated as the most important theme by the Turkish researchers., since
this theme has received the highest scores. “Development of a Knowledge-based Society”
and “Citizenship and Cultural Identities” are among the other themes that have been
consistently rated as important by the respondents.

Criteria 1 — Being Rated as the Most Important Topic (First Rank)

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Economic Development Models and Dynamics
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life

RN =

Criteria 2 — Overall Rating (Overall Sum)

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work

oORwWN =

Criteria 3 — Overall Wighted Rating (Wighted Sum)

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Development of a Knowledge-based Society

Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work

arON=

Criteria 4 — Average Rating (Wighted Sum / Overall Sum)

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Economic Development Models and Dynamics
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Governance and Democracy

RN~

Other potential conference themes were also suggested by researchers; however their
frequencies were rather low. Among them were “Media and Communication”, “Humanities”,
and “Cultural Heritage”. The full list of the other themes indicated by respondents is

presented below:
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Other Themes Indicated By Respondents (Turkey)

THEMES

Frequency

11

Media and Communication

8

12

Humanities

13

Cultural Heritage

14

Environmental policies; governance

15

Business and Marketing

16

Information technologies and society

17

Child welfare

18

Poverty

19

Human Development

20

Religions and EU identity

21

Industrial Psychology

22

Crime

23

Cross-cultural research in Europe

24

Science Education

25

Gender Issues

26

Youth

27

Research Infrastructures

28

Disabled Society

29

Effectiveness of EU Programmes

30

Intercultural communication

31

Social Sciences Research

22222 (NINININ(Www|A|[ARfO|JOjOI[O (OO |N
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b. Data Analysis Results for Bulgaria

1. PART I. Demographic Information(Bulgaria)

Data for 70 subjects has been recorded in the on-line database by 19" June 2006.
Demographic information on the raters of the on-line questionnaire is presented under 10

sub-headings below:

1.1. Nationality (Bulgaria)

Nationality Frequency
Bulgaria 68
Belize 1
Cameroon 1
TOTAL 70

The two non-Bulgarian hits on the questionnaire (Belize & Cameroon) are believed to be
made by a technical mistake, so the Bulgarian partner believes that virtually all respondents
are of Bulgarian nationality.

1.2.  Name and Surname (Bulgaria)
4 out of 70 subjects have preferred not to declare their names and surnames.

1.3. Organization (Bulgaria)

Organisation Type Frequency
Public and Private Universities” 39
Public Institutes / Research 9
Centers

NGOs, Think Tanks, Private 16
Research Centers

Delegation of the European 1
Commission in Sofia

Not specified 5
TOTAL 70

* List of Universities and Research Centers are provided in Appendix B

1.4. Academic Status (Bulgaria)

Academic Status Frequency
Associate Professor 22
Assistant Professor 22
Research Assistant 4
Graduate Student 6
Undergraduate Student 2
Other 14
TOTAL 70
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1.5. Discipline (Bulgaria)

Discipline Frequency Discipline Frequency
Anthropology 1 Linguistics 1
Communication 1 Management 1
Cultural Studies 2 Political Science 16
Economics 10 Public Administration 4
Education 1 Religious Studies 1
History Sociology 5
International Relations 13 Other 4

Law 6 TOTAL 70

Other disciplines declared by the subjects, whose discipline was not available among the
selection list, are as follows:

- European Studies

- Demography

- Internal Market and Common Policies of the EU
- Community Service.

1.6. Age (Bulgaria)
64 out of 70 subjects have declared their age. The average age of the questionnaire sample
is 39.63, and the values of age ranges between 22 and 60.

1.7. Gender (Bulgaria)
45 of the subjects were females, while 25 of them were males. Overall, females constituted
64% of the sample, while males constituted 36%.

1.8. Previous Experience in Framework Programs (Bulgaria)

Previous Experience in FPs Frequency (%)
No Experience 40 (57)
Experienced 26 (37)
Not Specified 4 (6)
TOTAL 70 (100)

1.9. Number of Projects Submitted (Bulgaria)
For those subjects who were experienced in Framework Programmes, the minimum number
of projects submitted was 1, and the maximum number of projects submitted was 11. The

average number of projects submitted was 3.8.

1.10. Interest in Participating in the Project Conference (Bulgaria)

Interest Frequency (%)
No 0 (0)

Yes 64 (91)

Not Specified 6 (9)
TOTAL 70 (100)

10
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2. PART Il. Conference Topics (Bulgaria)

For the analysis of the Bulgarian Questionnaire data, the same approach was employed, as for Turkey. The final rankings based on 4 different
criteria consistently pointed out “Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement” as the most important research theme. “Economic
Development Models and Dynamics” and “Governance and Democracy” also received high ratings from the Bulgarian research community.

THEMES 1th 2nd 3rd 4th 5th OVERALL Weighted SUM Weighted SUM /
Rank | Rank [ Rank | Rank | Rank SUM Overall Sum
X y z b a (x+y+z+b+a) (bx+4y+3z+2b+a) | (bx+4y+3z+2b+a)/
X+y+z+b+a
1- Economic Development Models and Dynamics 9 8 1 8 3 29 99
2- Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement 27 10 5 9 4 55 212
3- Governance and Democracy 8 19 8 7 6 48 160
4- Development of a Knowledge-based Society 4 6 10 9 7 36 99
5- Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace & Justice 8 5 5 1 6 25 83
6- Citizenship and Cultural Identities 4 7 13 5 8 37 105
7- Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life 3 3 5 7 7 25 63 2.52
8- Migration and Social Cohesion 2 4 7 9 6 28 71 2.54
9- Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work 1 3 7 4 4 19 50 2.63
10- Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning 3 4 8 8 16 39 83 2.13

11
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Ranking Results for Bulgaria
Criteria 1 — Rated as the Most Important Topic (First Rank)

Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
Economic Development Models and Dynamics

Governance and Democracy

Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace and Justice
Development of a Knowledge-based Society

o=

Criteria 2 — Overall Rating (Overall Sum)

Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
Governance and Democracy

Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Development of a Knowledge-based Society

o=

Criteria 3 — Overall Weighted Rating (Weighted Sum)

Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
Governance and Democracy

Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Economic Development Models and Dynamics
Development of a Knowledge-based Society

RN~

Criteria 4 — Average Rating (Weighted Sum / Overall Sum)

Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
Economic Development Models and Dynamics

Governance and Democracy

Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace and Justice
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

aRrwN=

Other potential conference themes suggested by Bulgarian researchers were all related with
the main theme categories already presented in the ESSHRA Questionnaire. These answers
have been categorised according to their relevance to the main conference themes as
presented below:

Other Themes Indicated By Respondents (Bulgaria)

Related
to topic
N THEMES Frequency
#2 Economic Development Models and Dynamics 3
Transposition of directives and application of the acquis in the new member
states 1

The new EU borders, The Black Sea region and the Mediterranean - a
comparative perspective on regional integration; the European

Neighbourhood Policy (twds. CIS, the Caucasus and the MEDA countries) 1
Strategies for European Political Influence and Participation in the
International System of the Global World 1

12
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Other Themes Indicated By Respondents (Bulgaria) Continued...

Related
to topic
N

THEMES

Frequency

#3

Governance and Democracy

6

Direct democracy in the context of EU integration (It's related to governance
and can be included as a separate sub-topic due to its growing importance)

1

Challenges of information society development — changes in the media
systems, in the relationships between citizens and political organizations and

institutions

Internal political crises in EU member-states and transitional societies:
essence, typology and management

Political culture as part of "Governance and Democracy"

Political socialisation

Civil-military relations

— ] — | — | —

#6

Development of a Knowledge-based Society

Limits of citizenship: gender and education in contemporary Bulgaria

Religiosity

Cultural diversity and ethno-religious distances

=S (L

#7

Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work

Limits of citizenship: gender and education in contemporary Bulgaria

N

Inter-generational solidarity and conflicts

#10

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning

Limits of citizenship: gender and education in contemporary Bulgaria

N

Research methodologies in social sciences

13
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c. Data Analysis Results for Malta

1. PART I. Demographic Information (Malta)

The questionnaire was sent to around 100 people on the Social Sciences and Humanities
mailing list. The questionnaire was also sent to University departments related to SSH —
mainly Sociology, Psychology, Arts, Education, Law and Mediterranean Studies (Many of the
participants were already on our SSH mailing list).

In all, the questionnaire was sent to around 140 people/researchers. Of these, 39 have
replied to the questionnaire (approx. 26%). Demographic Information on the raters of the on-
line questionnaire is presented under 10 sub-headings below:

1.1. Nationality (Malta)

Nationality Frequency
Maltese 39

Not specified -
TOTAL 39

1.2. Name and Surname (Malta)

Only 1 participant didn’t disclose his/her personal details.

1.3. Organisation (Malta)

Organisation Type Frequency

University and Research Center 20

Private Company 4

Public Organisation 11

Not specified 4

TOTAL 39

1.4. Academic Status (Malta)

Academic Status Frequency Academic Status Frequency

Professor 4 Teaching Assistant 1

Associate Professor 4 Graduate Student 6

Assistant Professor 1 Undergraduate Student -

Senior Lecturer 2 Other 8

University Lecturer 12 Project Manager 2

Research Assistant - TOTAL 39

1.5. Discipline (Malta)

Discipline Frequency Discipline Frequency

Communication 1 History 1

Economics 1 International Relations 4

Education 5 Law 1

Linguistics 1 Social Policy 2

Management 4 Sociology 9

Political Science 3 Health Care 1

Psychology 4 Other 2
TOTAL 39

14
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1.6. Age (Malta)
38 subjects have declared their age. The average age of the questionnaire sample is 40.20,
and the values of age ranges between 25 and 61.

1.7. Gender (Malta)
19 of the subjects were females, while 20 of them were males. Overall, females constituted
49 % of the sample, while males constituted 51 %.

1.8. Previous Experience in Framework Programmes (Malta)

Previous Experience in FPs Frequency (%)
No Experience 21 (54)
Experienced 18 (46)
Not Specified -
TOTAL 39 (100)

1.9. Number of Projects Submitted (Malta)

For those subjects who were experienced in Framework Programmes, the minimum number
of projects submitted was 1, and the maximum number of projects submitted was 25. The
average number of projects submitted was 2.10.

1.10. Interest in Participating in the Project Conference (Malta)

Interest Frequency (%)
No 4 (10)

Yes 35 (90)
Not Specified -
TOTAL 39 (100)

15
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The frequency table generated for the Maltese data demonstrate that “Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning” is the theme indicated
as the most important among the themes provided in the Questionnaire. Moreover, there is consistency among different statistical criteria used
for identifying the most preferred conference theme. “Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work” and “Social Change, Societal

Trends, and Quality of Life” are the other topics that have been rated as of high priority by Maltese researchers.

THEMES 1th 2nd 3rd 4th 5th OVERALL Weighted SUM Weighted SUM /
Rank | Rank [ Rank | Rank | Rank SUM Overall Sum
X y z b a (x+y+z+b+a) (bx+4y+3z+2b+a) | (bx+4y+3z+2b+a)/
(x+y+z+b+a)
1- Economic Development Models and Dynamics 1 1 2 3 4 11 25 2.27
2- Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement 2 2 1 5 3 13 34 2.62
3- Governance and Democracy 5 1 1 5 4 16 46 2.88
4- Development of a Knowledge-based Society 3 7 6 2 3 21 68
5- Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace & Justice 3 0 2 3 2 10 29 2.9
6- Citizenship and Cultural Identities 2 2 5 6 4 19 49 2.58
7- Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life 6 4 8 6 5 29 87
8- Migration and Social Cohesion 3 6 3 2 5 19 57
9- Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work 6 8 5 3 5 27 88
10- Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning 8 8 5 3 1 25 94

16
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Ranking Results for Malta

Criteria 1 — Being Rated as the Most Important Topic (First Rank)

oD~

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Governance and Democracy

Development of a Knowledge-based Society

Criteria 2 — Overall Sum

o=

Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work
Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Criteria 3 — Weighted Sum

o=

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Migration and Social Cohesion

Criteria 4 — Average Rating (Weighted Sum / Overall Sum)

agrwN=

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work
Development of a Knowledge-based Society

Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Migration and Social Cohesion

Other themes suggested by Questionnaire respondents are listed below:

Disability, accessibility for all, rights for disabled persons (3 suggestions)
Parental participation in education

Work-life balance and dual worker family

Evaluation of employment / unemployment and training policies

Impact of globalisation

Access to information

Environmental and Sustainable Development (as a horizontal issue in all themes)

17
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d. Data Analysis Results for Switzerland
1. PART I. Demographic Information (Switzerland)

By the 26™ of June 2006, 374 responses have been registered in the on-line database. 10 of
these records have been identified as duplicates, since the same researchers had submitted
the questionnaire more than once. After the elimination of the duplicated entries, basic
analysis was conducted on the data set for 364 researchers. The demographic information
on the researchers who have filled in the on-line questionnaire is presented below:

1.1. Nationality (Switzerland)

Nationality

Frequency

Percentage

Switzerland

Switzerland

234

65%

Europe

Austria

5

Belgium

1

Bulgaria

1

France

9

Germany

Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Liechtenstein

Netherlands

Norway

Sweden

Poland

Romania

Slovenia

Spain

Turkey

33%

Other countries

Australia

Cameroon

China

Syrian Arab Republic

Thailand

United States

2%

TOTAL

100%

1.2. Name and Surname (Switzerland)
57 (15%) out of 364 (100%) subjects have preferred not to declare their names and

surnames.

18
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1.3. Organisation (Switzerland)

Institution Frequency Percentage
Public office’ 24 7%
Private company 17 5%
Universities® 206 56%
ETH - Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 17 5%
UAS - University of Applied Sciences 32 9%

no information 68 18%
TOTAL 364 100%

' Federal institutions, State secretaries etc.

2 University of Basel, University of Berne, University of Fribourg, University of Geneva, University of
Lausanne, University of Lugano, University of Neuchéatel, University of St. Gallen, University of Zurich,
Universtiy of Luzern

1.4. Academic Status (Switzerland)

Academic Status Frequency Percentage
Professors 164 45%
Research assistants' 136 37%
other researchers? 64 18%
Total 364 100%

' Dr., Post Doc, PD Dr.
2pnD students, scientific collaborators, consultants etc...

1.5. Discipline (Switzerland)

Discipline Frequency Discipline Frequency
Anthropology 22 Linguistics 23
Archeology 4 Literature 11
Communication 9 Management 20
Cultural Studies 7 Philosophy 13
Economics 28 Political Science 13
Education 31 Psychology 21
Gender Studies 4 Public Administration 6
Geography 12 Religious Studies 5
History 20 Social Policy 1
History of Art 4 Sociology 33
Journalism & Mass 4 Library & Information 4
Communication Science

International Relations 5 Not Specified 59
Law 5 TOTAL 364

Other disciplines declared by the subjects, whose discipline was not available among the
selection list, are as follows; Architecture and IT, Bioethics, Biomedicine, Biotechnology,
Business Ethics, Community health, Computer Science, Computer Science, Corporate
Social Responsibility / Sustainability, Cultural Studies, Design, Deutsch als Fremdsprache
/Padagogik, Earth Sciences / Geology, Ecology & epidemiology, Economiy and theology,
Electronics Engineering, empirical social science research, Engineering, Ethics (theol. &
philosoph.) & Economics, Field releases of GMO, Film Studies, Geography/Linguistics,
German Language and Literature; (Older) Skandinavian Language and Literature, health
care management, Public private partnership, History and Political Science, immunology,
information systems, Intelectual capital, Intangible values, International Health, international
health, Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, media economics, medicine and sociology,

19
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mobile information, Mountain research, Museum Studies/ Science Communication,
Musicology, Neuroscience, Occupational medecine, Occupational Health, Paediatrics,
Physics, psychiatry / medical anthropology, Physics and Engineering with focus on SSH.

1.6. Age (Switzerland)
321 out of 364 respondents have declared their age. The average age of the questionnaire
sample is 44.2 years and the values of age ranges between 23 and 80.

1.7. Gender (Switzerland)
222 of the subjects were females, while 142 of them were males. Overall, females
constituted 61% of the sample, while males constituted 39%.

1.8. Previous Experience in Framework Programmes (Switzerland)

Previous Experience in FPs Frequency (%)
No Experience 245 (67)
Experienced 93 (26)
Not Specified 26 (7)
TOTAL 364 (100)

1.9. Number of Projects Submitted (Switzerland)

For those subjects who were experienced in Framework Programmes, the minimum number
of projects submitted was 1, and the maximum number of projects submitted was 16. 286
subjects indicated that they had not submitted any FP project before.

1.10. Interest in Participating in the Project Conference (Switzerland)

Interest Frequency (%)
No 43 (12)
Yes 306 (84)
Not Specified 15 (4)
TOTAL 364 (100)
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2. PART Il. Conference Topics (Switzerland)

The frequency table for the Swiss data indicated that “Development of a Knowledge-based Society” was ranked as the most important theme by
the respondents. “Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life” was another theme that was proposed to have priority with respect to
other themes. The rankings of themes for different statistical criteria are provided below:

THEMES 1th 2nd 3rd 4th 5th OVERALL Weighted SUM Weighted SUM /
Rank | Rank | Rank | Rank | Rank SUM Overall Sum
X y z b a (x+y+z+b+a) (bx+4y+3z+2b+a) | (bx+4y+3z+2b+a)/
(x+y+z+b+a)
1- Economic Development Models and Dynamics 16 23 23 19 25 106 304 2.87
2- Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement 15 19 12 29 33 108 278 2.57
3- Governance and Democracy 31 23 37 27 34 152 446 2.93
4- Development of a Knowledge-based Society 49 52 47 43 37 228 717
5- Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace & Justice 20 23 26 25 33 127 353 2.78
6- Citizenship and Cultural Identities 43 50 46 36 25 200 650
7- Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life 55 35 42 49 33 214 672
8- Migration and Social Cohesion 30 45 49 36 29 189 578
9- Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work 28 24 25 29 31 137 400
10- Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning 38 45 35 38 44 200 595
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Ranking Results for Switzerland

Criteria 1 — Being Rated as the Most Important Topic (First Rank)

Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Governance and Democracy

RN =

Criteria 2 — Overall Rating (Overall Sum)

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Migration and Social Cohesion

aORrWON=

Criteria 3 — Overall Wighted Rating (Weighted Sum)

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
Migration and Social Cohesion

arON=

Criteria 4 — Average Rating (Wighted Sum / Overall Sum)

Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
Citizenship and Cultural Identities

Migration and Social Cohesion

ORwWN =

Other Themes Indicated By Respondents (Switzerland)

Other themes (summarised) Number of respondents
Health 15
Culture / Religion 12
Sustainable development 11
Language 8
Environment / Climate Change 7
Globalisation 6
Media / Communication 6
Gender 4
Law 3
Technological evolution 3
Other specific topics 27
TOTAL 102
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IV. CONCLUSION

The main objective of Work Package 3 of the ESSHRA Project was to identify critical
SSH research topics in project partner countries. It aimed to assess the opinions of
SSH research communities concerning research priorities in partner countries. A
bottom-up methodology was employed, in which, data about research priorities and
future research topics were raised via an on-line questionnaire distributed to SSH
researchers in four of the project partner countries; Turkey, Malta, Switzerland, and
Bulgaria. Overall, the 3™ Work Package was planned to provide first-hand information
to the project consortium in the process of identification of project conference
themes.

According to the data analyses results, a common theme — Education, Training, and
New Forms of Learning — was indicated to have higher priority by the Turkish and
Maltese SSH researchers. For Bulgaria, data analysis results demonstrated that the
research community suggested “Challenges of European Integration and
Enlargement” as the most critical topic within the context of European research area.
Finally, for Switzerland, “Development of a Knowledge-Based Society” was identified
as the most important research topic based on the Questionnaire data.

On the other hand, the least preferred conference topic was “Migration and Social
Cohesion” for Turkey. For Malta, it was Economic Development Models and
Dynamics”; for Bulgaria it was “Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work”,
and finally for Switzerland, the least preferred theme was “Challenges of European
Integration and Enlargement”.

The results of the ESSHRA Questionnaire provided insight to the project consortium
on the preferences of the SSH communities at national level, in terms of conference
themes. Findings of the Questionnaire were reviewed by the project Steering
Committee members, and were used for the identification of project conference
themes. For the two conferences to be organized in Bulgaria and Switzerland, the
themes that were ranked with highest priority by the respondents were selected as
the conference themes. For the Turkish conference, the third theme “Citizenship and
Cultural Identities” was selected in order to increase the attractiveness of the Istanbul
Conference.

Consequently, Work Package 3 has been completed successfully, and this Work

Package has contributed to the identification of project conference themes, based on
the opinions of SSH research communities in partner countries.
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APPENDIX A

ESSHRA Questionnaire for Identifying Social Sciences and Humanities Research
(SSH) Priorities

This questionnaire is developed by the ESSHRA (Towards FP7 / Enlarging the SSH
Research Agenda) project for assessing the opinion of Social Sciences and Humanities
research communities on the research priorities in the EU context. The results of the
questionnaire will be used for identifying the topics for a series of conferences that will be
organised for stimulating scientific debate on research findings and respective policy
implications.

The questionnaire consists of two parts; (1) demographic information, (2) conference topics.
Personal data collected at Part | will be used for project purposes, and will not be made
available to third parties.

PART I. Demographic Information

Country:

Name, Surname:

Title:

Organisation / Institute / Department:

Field of study:

Age:

Gender: o Female o Male
Previous experience in Framework Programmes: o Yes o No

If Yes, # of projects submitted:

If you would like to be informed about the conferences to be organised within the ESSHRA
project, please fill in the contact information below:

Contact Information: Tel: Fax:

e-mail :
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PART Il. Conference Topics

A list of conference topics in Social Sciences and Humanities is presented below. These
topics have been identified as a result of the review of the research areas and topics
included in previous Framework Programmes. Please, select and rank 5 of the topics that
you think are the most important and have to be given priority in future in the context of
European research agenda (1 representing the most critical topic, 2 representing the second
critical topic, etc.).

If you want to mention another research topic that is not included in the list, please indicate it
in the following open-ended section.

Rank

Conference Topic

Economic Development Models and Dynamics
(e.g., Privatisation, financial systems, regional economies, economic growth, economic
competition, dynamics of markets, etc.)

Challenges of European Integration and Enlargement
(e.g., Economic integration, political integration, borders, implications of EU integration and
enlargement, transformations in the candidate countries, etc.)

Governance and Democracy

(e.g., Global governance, democratic governance, multi-level governance, new modes of
governance, democratic participation, gender and governance, European public policy, foreign
policy governance, reflexive governance, etc.)

Development of a Knowledge-based Society
(e.g., Generation, distribution, and use of knowledge in economy, education, health,
innovation, science and technology, European integration etc., and its impact on development)

Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace and Justice
(e.g., Security, Human Rights, Violent Conflicts, Polarisation, Women’s Rights, etc.)

Citizenship and Cultural Identities
(e.g., New forms of citizenship, active citizenship, cultural dialogue, cultural values, changing
identities, etc.)

Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life

(e.g., Changing population, demographic trends, population ageing, new kinds of families,
dynamics of social change, policies for promoting the quality of life, gender relationships in
Europe, etc.)

Migration and Social Cohesion
(e.g., International migration, immigrants, social exclusion, social inclusion, racial and ethnic
minorities in Europe, discrimination, cultural policy, social integration, etc.)

Employment / Unemployment and Changes in Work

(e.g., European labour markets, unemployment problem, job creation, employment in different
sectors, understanding work organisations, gender and employment, gender and career,
vocational identity and mobility, care work, pay inequalities, etc.)

Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
(e.g., Education policies, higher education reform, education systems, science and education,
teacher training, education governance, learning in organisations, life-long learning, etc.)
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Preferred conference topics other than those listed above; please indicate ranking:

Would you be interested in participating in an international SSH conference on the
topic you have declared?
oYes oNo

For further information on the ESSHRA project please visit our web-site

http://lesshra.tubitak.qov.tr

= —— [N 2 x
y } e : : £y 2 Wy -
Q T 1] \i"" 0| oe € Tem & S!- Ji P‘J 3 >
A
SSHRA Quce naire for Identifying Social Sciences
d Hu I rch | ioritic

This q i aire is developed by the ESSHRA (Towards FP7 / Enlarging the SSH Research Agenda) project for assessing the
o opinion of Social Sciences and Humanities research communities on the research priorities in the EU context. The results of

the questionnaire will be used for identifying the topics for a series of conferences that will be organised for stimulating
i scientific debate on research findings and respective policy implications.
n
z The questionnaire consists of two parts; (1) demographic infoermation, {2} conference topics.
n Personal data collected at Part | will be used for project purposes, and will not he made available to third parties.
n

* Items are mandatory.
L}
=
-
® Questionnaire *Country: *Nationality:

--- Please Select One -~ % --- Please Select One - b

é Name: Surmname: Title:
7 *Academic Status:
--- Please Select One - b

Organisation / Institute / Department: “if other please specify

*Discipline:

--- Please Select One - b

*if other please specify

s FGender: ~
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APPENDIX B
TURKEY
List of Universities and Research Institutes Covered by the Questionnaire
1. 9 Eylul University 22. Fatih University 43. Mersin University
2. Abant Izzet Baysal
University 23. Firat University 44. Middle East Technical Univ.
3. Akdeniz Universitesi 24. Galatasaray University 45. Mugla University
4. Aksaray Universitesi 25. Gazi University 46. Mustafa Kemal University
5. Anadolu University 26. Gaziantep University 47. Okan University
27. Gebze Institute of High
6. Ankara Universitesi Technology 48. Ondokuz Mayis University
7. Ataturk University 28. Hacettepe University Sbtyo | 49. Pamukkale University
8. Atilim University 29. Istanbul Bilgi University 50. Sabanci University
30. Istanbul Commerce
9. Balikesir University University 51. Sakarya University
31. Istanbul Technical
10. Baskent University University 52. Selcuk University
53. Suleyman Demirel
11. Beykent University 32. Istanbul University University
33. Izmir Institute Of
12. Bilkent Univ. Technology 54. Tobb University
13. Bogazigi University 34. inénl University 55. Trakya University
14. Canakkale Onsekiz Mart 56. Turkiye Sinif Arastirmalari
University 35. Kadir Has Universitesi Merkezi
36. Kahramanmaras Sutcu 57. TUBITAK Marmara
15. Celal Bayar University Imam University Research Center
16. Cukurova University 37. Karadeiz Technical Univ. 58. Uludag University
17. Cumhuriyet University 38. Kirikkale University 59. Yasar University
18. Dicle University 39. Koc University 60. Yeditepe University
19. Dumlupinar Universitesi 40. Kocaeli University 61. Yildiz Teknik University
41. London School of 62. Zonguldak Karaelmas
20. Ege University Economics University
21. Erciyes University 42. Marmara University

27




e-S-S-H-r-a The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey

EU 6" Framework Programme National Coordination Office

BULGARIA

List of Universities and Research Institutes Covered by the Questionnaire

©CoNoOORLON =

American University in Bulgaria

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Bulgarian Geopolitical Society

Burgas Free University

Centre For The Study of Democracy

European Institute

European Institute of Public Administration

Institute of Sociology / Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Institute for Regional and International Studies

. Institute of Public Administration and European Integration
. Leiden University

. New Bulgarian University

. Plovdiv University

. Scientific Research Department, Ministry of Education and Science
. Sofia University

. Suracuse University, USA

. University of National and World Economy

. University of Oxford

. Varna Free University

. Varna University of Economics

. Veliko Turnovo University
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